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STREET DETAIL

Sonoma on the verge

Sonoma Plaza has alwavs menasged o leal
both small town and lourst worthy, But
with maney o bée made, how iong <an

the balance tast?

Songnans take great pode in their small-town quirks
and close-knit community, which ditferentiate “Slow-
noma” from the evil wine cuipire w the cast. o G,
the Birmers ane ex-hippie biby bomers who live here
hve goie i |I:H1“ way over the yeurs o kn:p their
apuanint, hastorie town—it has ane of thie most beautiful,
chun-free wown squares in Northern Califormia—Urom
trrnng into “wine Disneyland,” which s how they view
MNiipa. However, Sonoma is lately experienomg its own
little version of capitalism on the march, and the locals
ares divided abaoul it

The wown has been o stop on the tasting-room circu
Jor o while now, but as Senomia’s small-production van-
ctals wain real acuon—even spacking intermation|
interest—the county’s Tourism Bureau and Vinmers
Association have started marketing Sonomi as a luxe
destinaton, They're plying up the new resort hotels—
such as the mimmalist Kl Dovado Horel on the plac-—
bine wine country cuisine, and spas with gripe-seed-oil
trestmients (which cost upward of $2000), Some hocals
think their long-held fear will linally be realised and
the Sonoma they know and love will disappen Indeed,
tevarist trallin s alveady inereasing, Others are convinoed
thesy "Il be able 1o contime o holed the Tine and presenve
Sononigs wnigue chirme Uneil it all shakes our, sooner
rather than Later is the smart aveler’s creed.
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SHOP FHONTS

The Wine Exchange
ol Sonoma @ pars
impresaive sodoctions
ol local and intor-
national winee wilh
bears, making il 8
regular hangout fos
win=makers who've
overdosed on gripes
452 FIRST 5T E

The owner of the
Cheesemaker's
Daughter @, Ditty
Vella, s indeed the
dnughter of local
cheese kegend lgnacio
Willa, of Vella Cheese,
urd hor Enpago shown
m the shop's ever-
changing lincup of
top-shelt chesses.

IV £ MAPW ST

Specialising in hand-
i icholchiie,
Ewalny made by third-
wirld arlmans, and
ecofriendly cutlosities
such as elephant-dung
paper, Baksheash ©
i Ik Com Plas with
o syl s aownets
proemote tair trade

and orsronmontaly
aound pracheed

AZI ARST 5T.%

Sonoma Girlie
Stufl O (s Forower 2
gane small fown, Hem,
unicalired thermals
hang next to shiny
wraparcund skirls,

And knoeckob

sunglasses sil next
fo stacks of designer
jBans 124 W AR 5T

ONLY HERE

The Swiss Hotel @,
ong of the aldest locally
owned aslabishments
on the square, b also
fiomie 1o ane of
Sonomi’s best-kopt
secrots; the Glaritos
Thés croamy lrish
rmtfoe—hke concoction
knocks you out and
then picks you up=cs
ther other wiy around,
Helen Dunlap, the
S3-yoar-old landlady,
Fetss bssny rriabeing it foe
40 yoars and is the
al1|_l|| I:whH souil who
knanes the recipe, Mol
fo wiorty aboul whal
happons when Helen
15 no langer with us;
thie recipe @ in b will.
P W GFRi BT

THE GRUB
The-family-cmne
Harvest Moon
Cafe O fesls liks

4 trig o thet European
countryside; il's small
and cory with i lovely
outside dining enclove
and simpla but dali-
caous food, such as
e housemato pork
angd pistachio femne
AT FIFGT ST W,

El Dorado Kitchen
0 boasts a creale
cockinll menu and
hawte Calfarna cmsne
prepared by hres ox-
French Lsundry chals
[mamcutive, sous, and
pastiy) 408 FIRST ST w

Bntrons of Cale
LaHaye O =nifi, swirl,
argd sip hard-lo-coms-
by wino, paed wilh
thshes ke house-
smoked froul with crispy
polato pancakes and
pear-ginger compole,
whie: cheching ouf tha
rotating art digplays.

140 E NAPA 51

At the Poruguese
restavrant Lo Salette
D, start with as=oried
charculens and
chieases, Uke linguicn
and gueljo fresce
Then anjoy & stearming
copper bowd full of the
restaurant’s skgnatiine
cilaplana do mansco,
i dolichous =eatnod
and white boan show
A% FIRST ST.E

ON THIS 5P0T
Sonoma ciby council
metnbers spont (he
summer of 2000
remoning) ind fhen
retutning e free-
roaming chickdan
pepulation on Sonoma
Plaza & Tho “chicken
=ana” began with
wrvirral ronstor attacis
and ended whan (he
town sidod wath the
bird=, Peaphe lined up
in frant of city hall with
signs reading “Save the
chickens® ared “Thay
belong here ool

HANGOUTS
Oin Tuesaday nights,
lncals nd touists head
fram tho farmer's
market to Murphy's
Irish Pub @ {0 mingle
“wilhy thsir busckoets of
fowers and bags of
squash, to visit and
Hawe a pind a3
Sonoma's former mayor
and Murphy's co-owne
Lany Murphy puls it
dfid FRST ST E

With a notably duck
burget, the best
oapresste around, and
un auldoor patio
shieided by fragrant
climbing Nowess, the
Sunflower Calé &
atfers a lot more

than Starbucks, which
has yel to wvade the
sdqumig. a1l FIRSET TLW

Boarahounds go to
Steiner's &, enlering
through the ctiginal
{caca 1927) green
saloon doors, After the
bar's recent narmodel,
baentysomethings
Joanesd 1her geerers
whi've been regqulan
hore for decades.

A5 HES ST W,

WHAT iT COSTS

To rent: 31260 for u
twir-bedmoom duples al
T45 First Street Weat
To buy: $S68000 lor
o four-badroom, 2.5+
bath house at 1068
Firyor Crock

THE TaLK

The unpapularity of Ihe
plaza's recent duck
pond rencestion soaned
atter the Sonama Valley
Sun leaked the price:
270,000, The sum hes
been on the tip of many
Tongues, espocially
given fhe cloging of
Sonoma Valley High's
swimming pool due to
lack of funds last year.
Locals worry thal The
tourssm agends is
outwinghing the bast
interests of Sonorna,
and fi wany the proot
iz in Hhe pond
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